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Welcome to Eastern Little League (ELL). We appreciate you volunteering your time. This year our safety 

officer is Johnny Jenkins. He is on file with Little League International. If you have any concerns with the 

safety of the program or the facility or any suggestions on what can be improved he can be reached at    

email easternsafetyofficer@gmail.com  

The purpose of this plan is to provide important information regarding safety to all league officials and 

volunteers. Our goal is to provide a safe environment for our kids and all our participants of ELL. As a 

means of promoting awareness throughout our community about our safety; a copy of this plan will be 

distributed and made available to all league staff and volunteers. 

League Data Center: League player, manager and coach registration data will be submitted to little 

league data center 

Managers and coaches: All managers/coaches will be issued a rule book. Managers and coaches are to 

enforce all rules at practices and games. We have a Managers/Coaches clinic on March 18th, and will be 

held at Del Mar Park by appointment to ensure social distances, at least one coach from each team is 

required to attend.  

Background checks: all volunteers who may come in contact with players are required to submit a 

completed 2023 volunteer application to the league president prior to the start of the season. All 

prospective managers and coaches are to be interviewed by the league president and be summated to 

the board of directors for approval. The league president will conduct all volunteer background checks 

via JDP prior to any volunteer coming in contact with the players.  

New California law requires all volunteers to also have a fingerprint background check via LIVE SCAN 
prior to coming in contact with players 
 
First aid: First aid training is scheduled this year on March 18th, and will be held at Del Mar Park by 

appointment to ensure social distances. All managers and coaches are required to attend. Individuals 

who attend various outside first aid training and courses are not exempt. Due to their training and 

education medical doctors, licensed registered nurses, licensed practical nurses and paramedics do not 

need to attend. 

Concussion training: all volunteers are required by Eastern Little League to take the online HEADS UP 

concussion in youth sports course. This is free and provided by the CDC. After completing the course 

save your completion certificate and give to safety officer to have on file before the first practice. The 

website is https://www.train.org 

Accident reporting: All accidents or incidents need to be reported to the league safety officer within 

48hrs. Please use the accident notification form for any incident that causes a volunteer or player to 

receive medical treatment or first aid must be reported; this includes even passive treatments such as 

the evaluation and diagnosis of the extent of the injury or periods of rest. 
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Equipment: All equipment is inspected during the pre-season for safety by the league president, safety 

officer and equipment manager. The equipment manager will issue all equipment to the managers. The 

managers will inspect the equipment when it is issued to them for safety. Throughout the year the 

managers and umpires will inspect all equipment prior to any game or practice. If faulty or unsafe 

equipment is found during the season the manager will contact the equipment manager for a 

replacement. The unsafe equipment will be destroyed so it cannot be used and somebody getting hurt. 

Storage sheds: The following applies to all storage sheds used by ELL and applies to anyone who has 

been issued keys to use the sheds. 

• All individuals with keys to the sheds should be aware of their responsibilities for the orderly 

and safe storage of equipment 

• Before you use any equipment stored in the sheds be sure you are aware of the proper 

operating procedures for the equipment 

• Check before using equipment check that the equipment is in safe operating condition 

• All chemicals and organic materials stored in ELL sheds shall be properly marked and labeled as 

to its contents 

• Any observed “loose” or spilled chemicals or organic materials within the sheds should be 

cleaned up and properly disposed of as soon as possible to prevent possible poisoning 

• ALL STORAGE SHEDS ARE TO BE LOCKED WHEN LEFT UNATTENDED 

Safety code: 

• Every adult member of Eastern Little League needs to be alert and responsible for the safety of 

all players 

• Team parents are recommended they help keep children under control when managers and 

coaches are busy with games/practices as well as help notice any unsafe conditions that need to 

be taken care of. 

• Managers/coaches and league staff shall have training in first aid 

• First aid kits will be issued to all team managers and snack bars at the start of the season. These 

kits must be made available at all games and practices 

• No games or practices should be held when weather or field conditions are not safe 

• Playing fields should be inspected frequently for holes, foreign objects, rocks and broken glass 

•  Team equipment should not be allowed in the area of the field defined as “in play”. 

• Only players, managers, coaches, and umpires are permitted on the playing fields or in the dug 

outs during games or practices. 

• Responsibility for keeping bats and other loose equipment off the field should be other than 

players, managers, coaches. Team parents are great for this. 

• During warm-up drills, players should be spaced so that no one is in danger of wild swings, 

throws or missed catches. 

• Equipment should be inspected regularly for condition and proper fit. 
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Safety code continued 

 

• Batters must wear little league approved helmets during practice and games 

• Catcher must wear catcher’s helmet with dangling throat guard during infield/outfield warm-

ups, pitcher warm-ups, batting practice, no matter who is hitting the ball per little league rule 

1.17(pg.70 green book, pg 66 softball book). Catchers shall wear mask, throat guard, long knee 

shin guards, chest protector and protective cup at all time with athletic supporter cup for all 

practices and games. 

• No head sliding is permitted 

• At no time horse play is allowed 

• Managers/coaches are not allowed to warm-up pitcher before or during a game (rule 3.09). 

• On deck batters are not permitted (except JR/SR division). Only the first batter of each inning 

will be permitted outside the dugout between half-innings (rule 1.08) 

• Field inspection will be conducted by umpire and both managers to ensure fields are safe to 

play.                            

• Medical release forms for each player must be in possession of the coaching staff at all games 

and practices. Forms must also be with player agent of ELL. 

• All managers are required to get or provide some training to coaching staff on how to conduct 

effective practices and teaching the fundamentals of all aspects of the game 

• All volunteers that will have contact with players must fill out a volunteer form. All volunteers 

are subject to a background check. 

• All ELL board of directors, managers, umpires, coaching staff, and volunteers are and will adhere 

to and enforce the little league rules of play and conduct. 

• Snack bar volunteers will use safe food preparation practices, including use of gloves when 

handling food items, safe food procedures shall be posted in the snack bar. 

• Managers and coaches shall provide safety instructions to players. 

• No practices or games will be held when weather or fields are determined unsafe for play. 

Safety first. 

• All managers on both sides and umpires must walk fields prior to games to ensure that they are 

safe for playing (ex. Needles, broken glass, holes and rocks) 

• Managers, coaches and umpires are to inspect equipment prior to each game and practices to 

ensure safety for the players. 

• Managers, coaches and volunteers with open wounds should refrain from all direct contact until 

the condition is resolved. 

• All bases on all fields shall disengage from the anchors 

• T-ball and farm will use reduced impact balls (saf-t-ball) 

• A telephone needs to be available during all games and practices 

• Eastern Little League encourages players to use mouth guards and protective cups when playing 

the infield 

• Eastern Little League encourage players to use face guards on batting helmets 



STOCKTON EASTERN LITTLE LEAGUE SAFETY PLAN 2023 
 

5 
 

COVID-19 GUIDELINES 

The goal of this plan is to create as safe an environment as possible for players, coaches, families, volunteers and 

umpires while they are participating in or experiencing a baseball or softball event at Eastern Little League event. The 

following recommendations are made using resources from Little League International, the US Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) and the World Health Organization (WHO). These plans will be reviewed regularly to 

ensure that at all times, Eastern Little League will follow State of California and local guidelines and regulations 

regarding group gatherings and youth sports activities. 

 

General Guidelines: 

● Families will be asked to take the temperature of all players before leaving home for practices or games 

● Any participant with a temperature above 100F should stay home 

● Any participant, fan or volunteer with symptoms of COVID-19 will be asked to stay home with symptoms including 

but not limited to: fever, cough, shortness of breath, loss of smell/taste. 

● All players will be asked about these symptoms by coaching staff before commencing each ELL activity 

● Individuals at risk of severe illness or with underlying medical and respiratory diseases should attend ELL activities 

only with specific permission from a medical professional 

● Any participant or fan who has been at a ELL event and then test positive for COVID within two weeks should 

immediately notify the league 

● Social Distancing (6 foot distance between people) will be expected whenever possible and when not possible an 

appropriate face covering will be required 

● Hands should be washed frequently for at least 20 seconds or hand sanitizer used as frequently as practical and 

always after touching common surfaces such as doorknobs, light switches, gate handles or latches. 

● Hand sanitizer will be available at all fields during all events in sufficient amounts to supply all players, coaches, 

volunteers and families. Players will also be encouraged to bring their own hand sanitizer for personal use 

● No spitting, eating sunflower seeds or chewing gum will be allowed 

 

On-Field Guidelines: 

● Players are encouraged to not show more than 30 minutes before scheduled game/practice time 

● Teams will not enter field until previous teams have completely vacated and commonly touched surfaces cleaned 

by previous event coaches 

● No pre-game meeting at home plate with coaches and umpires 

● New balls will be used every two innings 

● Foul balls will be retrieved by players only not spectators or coaches. If touched by non-player, a coach will 

disinfect the ball before returning to play 

● Measures must be taken to prevent all but the essential contact necessary to play the game. This includes 

refraining from handshakes, high fives, fist/elbow bumps or group celebrations 

● No handshake line at the end of games. Instead players will line up outside dugout and tip hats/hands toward the 

other team 

● High touch surfaces will be cleaned by coaches after each event including dugouts, fences, gate latches, benches 

and bleachers 

● Field must be vacated no later than 20 minutes after the end of each game 

 

Equipment 

● Equipment is not to be shared between players 

● If any player does not have individual equipment, team equipment will be used and then disinfected after each use 

● Player bags will be placed outside the dugout a separate from each other 

● Players will bring their own beverages and these drinks will not be shared 

● New balls used/introduced every 2 innings  
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COVID-19 Guidelines continued… 

 

Dugout 

● When not on the field, players will be assigned spots outside the dugout each separated by 6 feet. These areas will 

be marked out and enforced by the coach in the dugout 

● Plans are to not use the dugouts at all and in the event that one needs to be used then it will be sanitized after the 

game is completed by the coach. 

 

Players 

● Will be encouraged by coaches at all times to maintain social distance amongst each other 

● When social distancing not possible face covering will be worn 

● Will be allowed to touch only their own equipment 

● If using shared equipment will need to be sure it has been recently disinfected 

● Bring, identify and touch only their own beverage 

● Do not bring any food, gum or sunflower seeds to events 

 

Coaches 

● Minimize numbers of coaches and assistants for games practices 

● Maintain communication of expectations, plans and progress with parents 

● Screen players with above-listed questions before starting each event 

● Persistently monitor and remind players of social distancing precautions/procedures 

● Disinfect multi-use items 

● Clean/disinfect high touch surfaces before and after games/practices 

● Minimize exchange of scorecards and pitch counters 

 

Umpires 

● Will have face covering available for when social distancing is not possible 

● Plate umpire will call balls and strikes from behind pitchers mound 

● Field umpires will keep at least 6 feet distance from each other and players 

● Equipment inspection will be visual only 

 

Family Members/Fans Guidelines 

● Take players’ temperatures before game 

● Monitor for and report any signs of illness in participants 

● Fans at games will be limited to household members or immediate family of players and no more than two fans per 

player 

● Maintain social distance from all other attendees at all times 

● Must watch games from car or own chairs along fences or down foul lines 

● Maintain 6 feet distance between families and groups 

● Ensure arrival no more than 30 minutes before scheduled start time and exit within 15 minutes of conclusion 

● Players’ equipment and bags should be cleaned after each use 

 

Restroom Guidelines 

● Public restrooms will be locked during all ELL activities 

● Key will be available from officer-of-the-day for EMERGENCIES ONLY 

● If opened for any reason bathroom will be cleaned and disinfected after each event 

 

Concession Stand 

● Currently closed 

● Will remain closed unless deemed safe and appropriate by the department of Health 

● If opened at any point, concessions will be limited to prepackaged, individual serving containers 

● If opened, volunteers running stand will wear PPE at all times 
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2023 EASTERN LITTLE LEAGUE BOARD MEMBERS 

President  Eric Speers (209) 603-5920 

Vice President Steven Delcorso (209) 922-4560 

Treasurer Katy House (209) 408-3862 
Safety officer Johnny Jenkins (209) 271-1971 

Player Agent Cintia Smith (209) 623-8875 

Secretary   

Fundraising Coordinator   
Equipment Manager   

Field Maintenance    

Baseball Coordinator   
Chief Umpire David Martinez (209) 242-3317 

Concession Manager   
 

 

 

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 

EMERGENCY  FIRE, POLICE, SHERIFF, CHP AND PARAMEDICS  911 

POLICE   NON-EMERGENCY     209-937-8311 

SHERIFF   NON-EMERGENCY     209-468-4400 

CHP   NON-EMERGENCY     209-943-8600 

FIRE   NON-EMERGENCY     209-937-8801 

ANIMAL CONTROL 24 HOUR DISPATCH     209-937-8274 

POISON CONTROL NON-EMERGENCY     800-222-1222 
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