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DELANCO YOUTH SPORTS ASSOCIATION, INC.
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF SPORTS-RELATED CONCUSSIONS AND HEAD
INJURIES

A concussion is a traumatic brain injury caused by a direct or indirect blow to the head or body. In
order to ensure the safety of pupils that participate in Delanco Youth Sports Association’s (DY SA)
programs, it is imperative that youth athletes, coaches, and parents are educated about the nature
and treatment of sports-related concussions and other head injuries. Allowing a youth athlete to
return to play before recovering from a concussion increases the chance of a more serious brain

injury.

The DYSA official designation in charge of all coaches being aware of this policy and
implementing this policy is the Sports Director.

1. Did a Concussion Occur?

a. Evaluate the player and note if any of the following symptoms are present:
1. Headache
ii. Nausea or Vomiting
iii. Dazed or Confused
iv. Balance Problems or Dizziness
v. Sensitivity to Light
vi. Sensitivity to Noise
vii. Abnormal Physical and/or Mental Behavior
viii. Cannot Recall Incident that Caused Injury

b. Emergency treatment needed?
1. Loss of Consciousness
ii. Spine or Neck Injury
iii. Behavior Patterns Change Drastically

2. Proceed to Protocol

a. Remove the athlete from play. After evaluating a possible concussion based on
the symptoms above, document any symptoms observed on the Suspected
Concussion Report. When in doubt, sit them out.

b. Report your suspicion of concussion to league official immediately.
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c. Ensure that parent/guardian understands that the athlete should be evaluated by an
appropriate health care professional as soon as possible. Do not attempt to
diagnose the severity yourself.

d. Communicate with the parent/guardian on the length of recovery time and when
the athlete is permitted to return to play, based on physician’s permission.
A repeat concussion that occurs before the brain has fully recovered from the first
concussion can slow recovery and increase the likelihood of having long-term
issues).

3. A Release Letter or Note from Physician Must be Presented to DYSA Official Prior to
Return to Play.

Attachments:

Suspected Concussion Report
CDC — A Fact Sheet for Youth Sports Coaches

Resources: https://www.cdc.gov/headsup

Delanco Youth Sports Association Inc. d/b/a Del Riv Revolution
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Suspected Concussion Report

Today’s Date: Date of Injury: Time of Injury:
Player’s Name: Date of Birth: Age:
Parent/Guardian Name: Phone Number: Sport:

Signs and/or Symptoms

Signs Observed By Coaching Staff Member Reported by Athlete
___ Appears dazed or stunned __ Headache or “pressure” in head
___ Confused about assignment or position ___Nausea or vomiting
___ Forgets an instruction ___Balance problems or dizziness
____Unsure of game, score, or opponent ____Double or blurry vision
___ Moves clumsily ___ Sensitivity to light
____Answers questions slowly ___ Sensitvity to noise
__ Loses consciousness (even briefly) ___ Feeling sluggish, hazy, foggy, or groggy
___ Shows mood, behavior, or personality changes ___ Concentration or memory problems
__ Can’trecall events prior to hit or fall ___ Confusion
___ Can’trecall events after hit or fall ___ Does not “feel right” or is “feeling down”

Description of How Injury Occurred:

Report Completed By: Phone Number: Date:

Parent/Guardian: Your child has been temporarily removed from all sports activities provided by the
Harrisonburg Parks and Recreation Department due to the possibility of a concussion. Based upon the
evaluation of your child, using recommended policies and procedures for recognition of potential
concussions, your child will not be allowed to return to any sports activities provided by the Harrisonburg
Parks and Recreation until a professional physician has provided clearance. It is recommended that your
child is evaluated by a healthcare professional as soon as possible. Please bring a copy of this form to the
evaluation.

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:

Delanco Youth Sports Association Inc. d/b/a Del Riv Revolution
PO Box 5023, Delanco, NJ 08075
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A FACT SHEET FOR

Youth Sports Coaches

Below is information to help youth sports coaches protect athletes from
concussion or other serious brain injury, and to help coaches know what
to do if a concussion occurs.

What is a concussion?

A concussion is a type of traumatic brain injury caused by a bump, blow,
or jolt to the head or by a hit to the body that causes the head and brain
to move quickly back and forth. This fast movement can cause the brain to
bounce around or twist in the skull, creating chemical changes in the brain
and sometimes stretching and damaging brain cells.

What is a subconcussive head impact?

A subconcussive head impact is a bump, blow, or jolt to the head that

does not cause symptoms. This differs from concussions, which do cause
symptoms. A collision while playing sports is one way a person can

get a subconcussive head impact. Studies are ongoing to learn about
subconcussive head impacts and how these impacts may or may not affect
the brain of young athletes.

How can | keep athletes safe?

As a youth sports coach, your actions can help lower an athlete’s chances of
getting a concussion or other serious injury. Aggressive or unsportsmanlike
behavior among athletes can increase their chances of getting a concussion
or other serious injury.® Here are some ways you can help:

Talk with athletes about concussion:

* Set time aside throughout the season to talk about concussion.

* Ask athletes about any concerns they have about reporting
concussion symptoms.

° Remind athletes that safety comes first and that you expect them to tell
you and their parent(s) if they think they have experienced a bump, blow,
or jolt to their head and “don’t feel right.”

Focus on safety at games and practices:

* Teach athletes ways to lower the chances of getting a hit to the head.

* Enforce rules that limit or remove the risk of head impacts.

* Tell athletes that good sportsmanship is expected at all times, both on and
off the field.

° Bring emergency contact information for parents and healthcare
providers to each game and practice in case an athlete needs to be seen
right away for a concussion or other serious injury.

CDCHEADS UP
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) Multiple concussions

Athletes who have ever had a
concussion have a higher chance
of getting another concussion.

A repeat concussion can lead

to more severe symptoms and
longer recovery."?

Coach’s to-do list:
v Talk with athletes about

concussion. X

v Teach athletes ways to lower
their chances of getting a hit to
the head.

v Encourage concussion reporting
among your athletes.

v Know what to do if you think an
athlete has a concussion.

v Learn how to help an athlete
safely return to play after a
concussion.
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Make sure athletes do not perform these
unsafe actions:

* Use their head or helmet to contact another athlete.

° Make illegal contact or check, tackle, or collide with an
unprotected opponent.

* Try to injure another athlete.

Stay up to date on concussion information:

° Review your state, league, and organization’s concussion
plans and rules.

* Take a training course on concussion. The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) offers free
concussion training at cdc.gov/HEADSUP.

* Download CDC’s HEADS UP app or another resource that
provides a list of concussion signs and symptomes.

How can | spot a possible concussion?

Check equipment and sports facilities:

* Make sure all athletes wear a helmet that is appropriate
for the sport or activity; ensure that the helmet fits well
and is in good condition.

* Work with the game or event manager to fix any
concerns, such as tripping hazards or goal posts without
proper padding.

—
One study found that
nearly 70% of athletes ‘
continued to play with
concussion symptoms.*

—

Athletes who show or report one or more of the signs and symptoms listed below—or who simply say they just “don’t feel
right”—after a bump, blow, or jolt to the head or body may have a concussion or other serious brain injury. Concussion signs
and symptoms often show up soon after the injury, but it can be hard to tell how serious the concussion is at first. Some

symptoms may not show up for hours or days.

Signs coaches or parents may observe:
* Seems confused

* Forgets an instruction or is unsure of the game, position,
score, or opponent

* Moves clumsily

* Answers questions slowly or repeats questions

° Can’t remember events before or after the hit, bump, or fall
° Loses consciousness (even for a moment)

* Has behavior or personality changes

Signs of a more serious brain injury

In rare cases, a concussion can cause dangerous bleeding in the
brain, which puts pressure on the skull. Call 9-1-1if an athlete
develops one or more of these danger signs after a bump, blow, or
jolt to the head or body:

* A headache that gets worse and does not go away

* Significant nausea or repeated vomiting

* Unusual behavior, increased confusion, restlessness, or agitation
* Drowsiness or inability to wake up

* Slurred speech, weakness, numbness, or decreased coordination

* Convulsions or seizures (shaking or twitching)

* Loss of consciousness (passing out)

Symptoms athletes may report:
* Headache

Nausea or vomiting
* Dizziness or balance problems
Bothered by light or noise
Feeling foggy or groggy

Trouble concentrating or problems with short- or
long-term memory

Does not “feel right”

-

Some athletes may not report a
concussion because they don’t
think a concussion is serious.
They may also worry about:

* Losing their position on the team or losing
playing time during a game,

Putting their future sports career at risk,
Looking weak,

Letting down their teammates or the team,
and/or

What their coach or teammates think
of them.>”7




What should | do if an athlete has a possible concussion?

As a coach, if you think an athlete may have a concussion, you should:

Remove the athlete from play.

When in doubt, sit them out! Record and provide details
on the following information to help the healthcare
provider or first responders assess the athlete after

the injury:

* Cause of the injury and force of the hit or blow to the
head or body

* Any loss of consciousness (passed out) and for
how long

* Any memory loss right after the injury
* Any seizures right after the injury

* Number of previous concussions (if any)

Keep an athlete with a possible concussion
out of play on the same day of the injury
and until cleared by a healthcare provider.

Do not try to judge the severity of the injury yourself.
Only a healthcare provider should assess an athlete for
a possible concussion and decide when it is safe for the
athlete to return to play.

Inform the athlete’s parent(s) about the
possible concussion.

Let parents know about the possible concussion and
give them the CDC HEADS UP fact sheet for parents to
help them watch the athlete for concussion signs and
symptoms at home.

Ask for written instructions from the
athlete’s healthcare provider on return
to play.

This should include information about when the athlete
can return to play and steps you should take to help
the athlete safely return to play. Athletes who continue
to play while having concussion symptoms have a
greater chance of getting another concussion. A repeat
concussion that occurs before the brain has fully healed
can be very serious and can increase the chance for
long-term problems. It can even be fatal.

Offer support during recovery.

An athlete may feel frustrated, sad, angry, or lonely while
recovering from a concussion. Talk with them about it,
and allow an athlete recovering from a concussion to stay
in touch with their teammates, such as cheering on their
team at practices and competitions.




What steps should | take to help an athlete return to play?

An athlete’s return to school and sports should be a gradual process that is approved and carefully managed and monitored
by a healthcare provider. When available, be sure to also work closely with your team’s certified athletic trainer.

There are six gradual steps to help an athlete safely return to play. These steps should not be done in one day, but instead
over days, weeks, or months. An athlete should move to the next step only if they do not have any new symptoms at the

current step.

Step 1: Return to non-sports activities, such as school,
with a greenlight from the healthcare provider to begin the
return-to-play process

Step 2: Light aerobic exercise
* Goal: Increase the athlete’s heart rate

* Activities: Slow to medium walking or light stationary
cycling

Step 3: Sport-specific exercise
° Goal: Add movement

* Activities: Running or skating drills; no activities with risk
for contact

Step 4: Non-contact training drills
° Goal: Increase exercise, coordination, and thinking

° Activities: Harder training drills and progressive
resistance training

Step 5: Full-contact practice

* Goal: Restore confidence and have coaching staff assess
functional skills

* Activities: Normal training activities

Step 6: Return to regular sports activity

Remember: It is important for you and the athlete’s
parent(s) to watch for concussion symptoms after each
day’s activities, particularly after each increase in activity.
If an athlete’s concussion symptoms come back, or if he or
she gets new symptoms when
becoming more active at

any step, this is a sign that
the athlete is working too
hard. The athlete should

stop these activities, and

the athlete’s parent should
contact the healthcare
provider. After the athlete’s
healthcare provider says

it is okay, the athlete can
begin at the step before the
symptoms started.
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The information provided in this fact sheet or through linkages to other sites is not a substitute for medical or
professional care. Questions about diagnosis and treatment for concussion should be directed to a physician or

other healthcare provider.

To learn more,

go to cdc.gov/HEADSUP
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